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Fact Sheet
Address



The Lotus






Tejaswani River






Purathekkai






Neeleshwar






Northern Kerala






India           






T: +91 124 4010 072





E: reservations@neeleshwarhermitage.com





W: the lotuskerala.com

Style
The Lotus is one of the most exciting additions to the North Kerala hotel scene to have happened in some time.   This glorious 2 bedroomed ricebarge has all the outward traditional looks of a ricebarge but the interiors have been done up exquisitely well, in a bright, fresh, colourful, contemporary style.  The owners of Neeleshwar Hermitage have created a boat that has more space and light than any other on the backwaters.  2 large bedrooms with floor to ceiling windows, a small balcony and state of the art, granite bathrooms lie at one end of the boat, whilst a large, light-filled sitting / dining room occupies the other.   Upstairs is home to a large, teak sundeck where guests each have their own sunbathing and dining area.

Location
Situated in the far north of Kerala, the backwaters up here are blissfully unexploited compared to down south so one is unlikely to come across others when cruising these canals.  This boat is moored closed to Neeleshwar Hermitage so it makes a perfect ‘add on’ to a stay there.  The myriad network of canals and lagoons stretching down the Malabar Coast is known as the backwaters. On the water people fish, work, transport goods and punt their narrow dug out boats.   The Lotus provides the most fabulously luxurious base for a 1 or 2 night cruise down these beautiful waterways, allowing one time to relax on board, watching a way of life on shore that has changed little over the years.  Undisturbed by the sound of traffic, the birdlife is exceptional and dining under the stars, listening to fish jumping and the distant chatter of villagers, will provide you with a lifetime of magic memories and delightful dreams. 

Length 32 metres/104 feet.  Width 6 metres/18 feet.
Accessibility                      

By air: To Mangalore followed by a 2.5 hour drive.

By train: From Calicut, Cochin, Trivandrum, Tellicherry, Mangalore, Kannur to Neeleshwar Town, followed by a 30 minute drive.
By road:  An easy drive from Tellicherry, Coorg, Wayanad, Kannur, Calicut, Mangalore.  A longer drive from Cochin, Mysore, Kabini.
Transfers: The resort is happy to arrange transfers (at extra cost) from either the resort, airport or the railway station to / from the houseboat.
Accommodation
2 glorious rooms with double beds that can be converted to twins.  Each has timbered flooring and has a desk, ipod dock, spacious and superb shower room.  They are decorated in cheery, contemporary, bright colours and each has its own private sit out. With floor to ceiling windows, they are light and there’s nothing better than lying in bed watching the world on shore go by.  They are air-conditioned, have hair dryers and a safety deposit box.  There is a strong eco-policy on board.
Dining
Dining can be inside in the sitting / dining room which is like being in a goldfish bowl as it’s all glass.   The windows can be opened to catch the sea breezes, or closed if a/c is required.  Dining can also be al fresco on the roof deck and breakfast and dinner are usually served here.   A table d’hote menu is provided but any taste can be catered to by the brilliant chef.  They serve Malayali (Keralan) and continental cuisine.  The seafood is fabulous.

Breakfast, Lunch and dinner are included in the cost, along with soft drinks, tea, coffee and mineral water.
Meal times



There are no fixed meal times.

Dress code
It is extremely relaxed.  Casual clothes only, but perhaps more modest if visiting little known, rarely visited villages.
Children
They accept children of all ages.  Children may be accommodated in their parent’s bedroom for an extra charge (between the ages of 2 to 10 years old). Only one additional child per room is permitted.  
Check-in / out time


Check-in 12:00 Noon.  Check-out 09:30 AM.
Electricity



220 volts.  The standard two round pin adaptors work.

Credit cards / currency
Visa and Mastercard. If paying in foreign currency, the resort accepts US dollars, Sterling Pounds and Euros.  

Mobile telephones
Mobile telephones work here, on the local networks (Air Tel, Vodafone, BSNL, etc) and most international networks.
When to go / climate
There are no particular seasonal weather changes in Kerala as it benefits from a tropical climate and is warm and humid all year round.  Being on the coast, the humidity is heightened. No warm clothes are necessary.  It tends to rain in June and July and there can be sporadic showers in October.  The best time to visit is from November to March.  April, May and June are hot and humid and after that monsoons are started.
Opening and closing


Closed May – September.
Pests
Being a coastal, tropical area, there can be mosquitoes.  However, the sea breezes tend to minimize the mosquito problem.  Should there be mosquitoes about, the rooms have mosquito repellents provided, nets and mosquito coils are available for added protection when dining outside.  It is not advisable to leave windows open that do not have mesh insect protection, when your lights on as bugs will tend to fly in.
Facilities



Ayurveda massage and yoga lessons on request.





Bicycles for local exploring






Sundeck
Excursions / activities
Visits to Shri Mutthappan Temple and Monkey Island, visits to villages, temples, swimming in the backwaters, birdwatching, cookery classes, visits to coir factory and picnics.


Reservations
T: +91 124 4010 072





E: reservations@neeleshwarhermitage.com
Average length of stay

1 – 3 night cruise. There is no minimum stay requirement
Ownership


Chapri Resorts and Hotels Pvt Ltd.
Management


General Manager / Mr. Jayan K V
